
To all of the Network Members,      March 8th, 2018 
 
Many of you received an email announcement from Peter MacDougall near the end of this past 
year indicating that he was stepping down as Director of the Network. At that time, Peter had 
indicated that I had been selected by him as the new Director. Shortly after this announcement I 
was contacted by Dr. Rick Gibson (the senior medical director, Primary Health Care and 
Department of Family Practice). I met with Dr. Gibson in mid-December, after which a decision 
was made to have me act as the interim director for the next six months. My appointment to this 
position was confirmed in early January. The timing is finally right for me to speak to you as 
director of the Network. 
 
I was invited by Peter to join the Network about 5 years ago, which has helped to shape who I 
am as a physician in many ways. I am grateful for that. I am truly honored to accept the role of 
interm director and look forward to working with all of you to help ensure the Network’s 
objectives are met and that membership in the Network continues to be a valuable experience for 
all of you. 
 
I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge Peter MacDougall for all that he has done over the 
past nine years. It was through his passionate vision, willingness to put in the hard work, and 
success in drawing together a strong team with Shelley LeDrew and many others playing pivotal 
roles, that the Network has become a nationally recognized example of what can be done to 
improve the care of Canadians living with Chronic pain and/or Addictions.  The Network owes 
its existence to him, and I thank him for that.  
  
I also wanted to acknowledge how fortunate I feel to be co-leading with David Flusk as the 
Newfoundland director, and how significant a role his and others' work in Newfoundland has 
played in growing and shaping the Network. I plan to work closely with Peter, Shelley, David, 
the rest of the Advisory Board and the membership in general to ensure that the vision of the 
Network is carried forward. 
 
Yours, 
 
Samuel Hickcox, M.D., C.F.P.C. 
 


